
ST JOSEPH GREENOCK 

Sunday 4 September 2022: 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

First Reading: Wisdom 9:13-18 

What man indeed can know the intentions of God? 

Who can divine the will of the Lord? 

The reasonings of mortals are unsure 

and our intentions unstable; 

for a perishable body presses down the soul, 

and this tent of clay weighs down the teeming mind. 

It is hard enough for us to work out what is on earth, 

laborious to know what lies within our reach; 

who, then, can discover what is in the heavens? 

As for your intention, who could have learnt it, had you not granted Wisdom 

and sent your holy spirit from above? 

Thus, have the paths of those on earth been straightened 

and men been taught what pleases you, 

and saved, by Wisdom. 

Responsive Psalm: Psalm 89(90):3-6,12-14,17 

O Lord, you have been our refuge from one generation to the next. 

You turn men back to dust 

  and say: ‘Go back, sons of men.’ 

To your eyes a thousand years 

  are like yesterday, come and gone, 

  no more than a watch in the night. 

O Lord, you have been our refuge from one generation to the next. 
You sweep men away like a dream, 

  like the grass which springs up in the morning. 

In the morning it springs up and flowers: 

  by evening it withers and fades. 

O Lord, you have been our refuge from one generation to the next. 
Make us know the shortness of our life 

  that we may gain wisdom of heart. 

Lord, relent! Is your anger for ever? 

  Show pity to your servants. 

O Lord, you have been our refuge from one generation to the next. 
In the morning, fill us with your love; 

  we shall exult and rejoice all our days. 

Let the favour of the Lord be upon us: 

  give success to the work of our hands. 

O Lord, you have been our refuge from one generation to the next. 



Second Reading: Philemon 9-10,12-17 

This is Paul writing, an old man now and, what is more, still a prisoner of Christ Jesus. I am 

appealing to you for a child of mine, whose father I became while wearing these chains: I mean 

Onesimus. I am sending him back to you, and with him – I could say – a part of my own self. 

I should have liked to keep him with me; he could have been a substitute for you, to help me 

while I am in the chains that the Good News has brought me. However, I did not want to do 

anything without your consent; it would have been forcing your act of kindness, which should 

be spontaneous. I know you have been deprived of Onesimus for a time, but it was only so that 

you could have him back for ever, not as a slave any more, but something much better than a 

slave, a dear brother; especially dear to me, but how much more to you, as a blood-brother as 

well as a brother in the Lord. So, if all that we have in common means anything to you, welcome 

him as you would me. 

Gospel: Luke 14:25-33 

Great crowds accompanied Jesus on his way and he turned and spoke to them. ‘If any man 

comes to me without hating his father, mother, wife, children, brothers, sisters, yes and his own 

life too, he cannot be my disciple. Anyone who does not carry his cross and come after me 

cannot be my disciple. 

  ‘And indeed, which of you here, intending to build a tower, would not first sit down and 

work out the cost to see if he had enough to complete it? Otherwise, if he laid the foundation 

and then found himself unable to finish the work, the onlookers would all start making fun of 

him and saying, “Here is a man who started to build and was unable to finish.” Or again, what 

king marching to war against another king would not first sit down and consider whether with 

ten thousand men he could stand up to the other who advanced against him with twenty 

thousand? If not, then while the other king was still a long way off, he would send envoys to 

sue for peace. So, in the same way, none of you can be my disciple unless he gives up all his 

possessions.’ 

 

Liturgical Calendar 

Monday 5: Optional Memorial of St Teresa of Calcutta 

Thursday 8: THE NATIVITY OF OUR LADY – FEAST 

Vocations and Ecclesiastical Students – 11th September 2022 
This collection pays for our Paisley seminarians studying in Rome.  In the 2022-23 term we 

will have only one student, whose seminary fees are around £20,000 per year. As well as 

supporting our student this collection goes to the upkeep of our Scots College in Rome which 

welcomes many visitors from Scotland as a place of hospitality for Scots in Rome.  In 2021 

total income for vocations was £32,869 which included £21,385 from the Covid-19 impacted 

collections and £8,834 from the Friends campaign standing orders plus other donations and gift 

aid. This total income of £32,869 represented 48% of our expenditure of £68,599, resulting in 

a shortfall of £35,690, which was funded from general diocesan reserves.  
We are hopeful that with your continuing support we may be much closer to breaking even 

with our vocations funding in 2022. 

Message from Bishop Hugh Gilbert 

The Bishops of Scotland are one with the Ukrainian people in their suffering. Bishop Kenneth 

Nowakowski who joined us at our meeting in March at the beginning of the invasion of his 

country, has written a message for the people of Scotland to thank them for their support. He 

also asks for our prayers and has written a prayer for all of us to pray on the European Day 

of Prayer for Peace, Tuesday 14th Sept, the Feast of the Exaltation of the Cross. May the 



Ukrainian people who share in the sufferings of our Lord, know that he bears the cross of 

their suffering with them and that the power of His Cross can turn hatred to love, and death 

to life. We invite all Catholics in Scotland, members of other Churches and other Faiths, and 

all people of good will to participate in this Day of Prayer in our parishes. 

Bishop Hugh Gilbert, President of BCOS 
National Pilgrimage to Carfin 

There will be a National Pilgrimage to Carfin on Sunday 25th September in the presence of 

the Relics of Saint Bernadette to mark the Centenary of the Grotto Holy Mass at 3pm 

followed by a Rosary Procession Main Celebrant: Rt. Rev. Joseph A. Toal, Bishop of 

Motherwell.  All welcome. 
Mass for Marriage   
Bishop John warmly invites all who wish to celebrate and give thanks for the gift of 

marriage, especially engaged and married couples, to the Diocese of Paisley's 

Inaugural Mass for Marriage at 12 Noon on Sunday 18th September 2022 in St Mirin's 

Cathedral.  Reception in the Cathedral Hall to follow.  Details of those celebrating significant 

anniversaries can be emailed to Rebecca Harrison at the Marriage and Family Office 

(marriageandfamily@rcdop.org.uk) 
Safeguarding Training – PART ONE – Church Volunteers 
The session taking place on Tuesday 13th September is now fully booked.  More dates 

coming soon.  Thank you. 

Youth to Lourdes 2023  
Our pilgrimage returns this summer. In s3-s6? Do you wish to serve others? Learn more about 

your faith? Meet other young people? If so, then Youth to Lourdes could be for you. This year 

the pilgrimage will leave Scotland on Thursday 29th June 2023. We will arrive in Lourdes on 

Friday 30th June. We will arrive back in Scotland on Friday 7th July 2023. The pilgrimage costs 

£650.00 but if you pay your deposit by or on Sunday 11th September 8th you’ll qualify for a 

discounted price of £625.00. The deposit is £60.00 #earlybird. Want to know more? Contact 

Fr. John Morrison tel: 01418895056 or email vocations@rcdop.org.uk or follow us on 

Instagram, Facebook and twitter. Our first group meeting/information is at the Paisley 

Diocesan Offices (just by St. Mirin’s Cathedral) on Sunday 11th September at 2pm.  
DR Open House Paisley 

Are you a priest or active parishioner who wants to see your parish come alive? Join Divine 

Renovation at the upcoming DR Open House, happening on Saturday, 29thOctober 2022 at 

St. Charles Borromeo, Paisley. Be the guest of St. Charles Borromeo and St Bernadette and 

St John Bosco Parishes and hear about their story of parish renewal and be encouraged by 

seeing hope for what’s possible in your own parish! Learn more and register by visiting 

www.divinerenovation.org/openhouse. 
Paisley Diocese supports Setting Out on the Road  
The course which leads to the award of the Catholic Teacher's Certificate (CTC) enabling the 

recipient to teach Religious Education in the Catholic school. It is taught by the St Andrew's 

Foundation for Catholic Teacher Education at the University of Glasgow. Setting Out on the 

Road is for qualified teachers who have not yet obtained their CTC. If you have applied to 

Glasgow University for this course, the cost is fully refunded by the diocese on completion 

of the course and by attending bishop John’s Monthly support seminars. For seminar dates 

please contact Marianne Boland by emailing curia@rcdop.org.uk   

Ad for counsellor – Marriage Counselling Service, Paisley Diocese 

We are looking for a counsellor to help us expand the work of the marriage counselling 

service provided by Paisley diocese.   

If you are an experienced counsellor we offer you an interesting opportunity to broaden your 

professional practice.  You will be provided with CPD training to help equip you for the role. 
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The service was set up in Paisley diocese 4 years ago.  It supports couples married in the 

Catholic church and is underpinned by the Christian tradition.  For more information please 

visit the following link   Diocese of Paisley | Marriage Counsellor | Paisley, UK 

(rcdop.org.uk) 

Diocesan Vocations Mass and 75th Anniversary of the Diocese   

Bishop John will celebrate this special mass on Thursday 15th September on the feast of St 

Mirin in the Cathedral at 7.00pm – all welcome to attend, refreshments in the hall afterwards. 

National Youth Pilgrimage 
Join young people from across Scotland, along with Priests and Bishops, for this one-day 

pilgrimage. - Saturday 24th September - Dunkeld, Perthshire:   
Where? 
Dunkeld, Perthshire 

What happens? 
Walks to Holy Sites, talks, prayer, ending with Mass at St. Mary's, Pitlochry 

Getting there  
Take the Diocesan Bus from St. John's Port Glasgow at 8.30am and then picking up at 

S.Mirin's, Paisley at 9.00am (return to 6,00pm approximately) 

What to bring? 
Packed lunch, waterproof jacket & consent form. 

Who can come? 

Secondary school pupils 

How to book?  

E-Mail Fr. John Morrison at vocations@rcdop.org.uk. Consent forms can be obtained from 

Parish Priests/School Chaplain 

New Dawn Scotland - Youth Day day in St Mirin's cathedral on Saturday 17th 

September  

New Dawn Scotland will be hosting a day for youth (s1-6) at St. Mirin’s, Paisley on Saturday 

17th September. The day will begin with Mass in the Cathedral with Bishop John at 10am. 

This will be followed by two talks by young evangelists, prayer ministry, rosary and 

workshops.  The day will end with a healing service. A lunch of soup and sandwiches will be 

provided for a donation.  Bring food for teatime. Local eateries available for take away. 

Consent forms will be available to download from the New Dawn Scotland website 

https://newdawninscotland.com/youth 
 Think Vocation 

“Anyone who does not carry his cross and come after me cannot be my disciple.” What 

would you be prepared to take up in service of Christ and others? Priesthood? Diaconate? 

Consecrated life? Talk to our Diocesan Vocations Director, Fr, John Morrison tel: 

01418895056 or email vocations@rcdop.org.uk  
Safeguarding Training – PART TWO – Church Volunteers 

There will be a Part Two training session taking place on; 

Saturday 10th September at 10.30oam in St. Mirin’s Cathedral Hall, Paisley  

Safeguarding Part Two Training session, is for volunteers who have previously attended 

Safeguarding Training Part One, or Safeguarding Training Level One, more than eighteen 

months ago. If you would like to attend one of these training sessions please contact Sarah 

Jane Colhoun on 0141 847 6138 or safeguardingadmin@rcdop.org.uk 
 Asylum Seekers Paisley 

You may already be aware that there are asylum seekers and Ukrainians staying in hotels in 

Paisley and you might be interested in connecting with them.     Faith groups can play a big 

part in supporting those who seek asylum in Scotland.  Just being open and welcoming is in 

itself a huge gift.   Some groups will also develop other initiatives or offer support to existing 
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ones.  The aim of this meeting is to give information about the situation in the two hotels, to 

share information about what is already going on in Paisley and to discuss what else might be 

possible.   For your information, we offer small grants to help with costs of any initiatives no 

matter how small.  Do not hesitate to get in touch if you would like more 

information.  Mobile:  0796 365 1097 - Isobel from Faith in Community Scotland.  The 

meeting is open to faith group leaders and to members of groups.    Topic: Asylum Seekers 

Paisley - Time: Sep 8, 2022 16:30  

If you would like to be part of this, please register in advance using the following link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81170070180?pwd=cXNYK1VuUjl2aEVWWUJkSEFyZW93QT

09 
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